The drastic changes in European politics, economy, environment and technology during the last decade have profoundly influenced the role and scope of public health practice and training. A response to training in public health was given by the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER) and WHO by creating a joint task force in order to propose a European Master's Degree in Public Health, based on the 'health for all' principles. Attempts to develop curricula and learning materials were not very successful and, instead, a peer review system as a means of establishing a European standard in public health training, together with mutual recognition and a common standard in professional qualifications has been suggested. Principles, criteria and practical steps for this Public Health Education European Review (PEER) are outlined. In a report from experience of this work, it was, however, concluded that it would not be useful to continue the existing approach of using workshops of ASPHER mem bers to cover the full spectrum of HFA targets. 5
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Instead, the ASPHER Executive Board created an ad hoc group to propose a mechanism for reviewing courses and modules in terms of academic level, curriculum, scope and learning objectives, as well as scale, contents and meth odologies and to define principles to be satisfied for such courses or modules,
A EUROPEAN TRAINING PROGRAMME
IN PUBLIC HEALTH

Long-term objectives
The strategic aim is to enable public health professionals in Europe, whatever their initial disciplinary background, to obtain an academic training with a European perspective, which would be widely recognized as valid and equivalent to other such training programmes across Europe. This am bitious aim will only be achieved over a number of years.
In terms of European collaboration, this will only be really effective if the approach adopted reflects a genuinely flexible and pragmatic use of schools' varying resources, competences, culture and languages.
The proposed approach is to foster the development of study in public health at the master's level. Whatever
